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"Old Pat" 
I N THIS AGE of atomic bombs, jet 
planes,. airplane carriers, radar, and 
submarines, and other great weapons of 
war, we should not forget one of the 
oldest of the great weapons used by men 
throughout the ages. One that has car-
ried his master, has suffered, and given 
his life for his country on battle grounds 
the world over. One such weapon is re-
tired and grazing in a pasture at Fort 
Sam Houston, Texas, today. He some-
times stands in the cool of the early 
morning and gazes off with the "look 
of an eagle," thinking of the days when he 
pulled his gun into action in World 
War I. This is his story. Pat was bought 
in 1912 when 4 years old, by Captain 
John Preston, now Major General John 
Preston, retired, living in San Antonio. 
Spring, 1950 
Later General Preston sold him to Gen-
eral Charles G. Treat, who subsequently 
sold him to the government. He was 
assigned to the 12th Field Artillery and 
went overseas, where he saw action on 
the Western Front. He was returned to 
Fort Sam Houston, and later was offi-
cially retired. Pat's 12th Field Artillery 
blanket, displaying 11 service strips, 
hangs in the stable and he wears it now 
and then on special occasion. Pat is 
now 42 years old. 
Note: In the accompanying photograph, 
the horseholder is Brig. Gen. Augustine 
McIntyre, Ret., who collaborated with 
Mrs. McIntyre in writing the above tri-
bute. 
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